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Belgians and Schipperkes





Susan Hoffman

3857 Melrose Street

Juneau, Alaska 99801

(907) 789-3818

blackice@gci.net

PUPPY QUESTIONNAIRE

Black Ice Belgian Sheepdogs

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________________  
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________                              

Desired Sex of your puppy: ____ Male ____ Female    

I will ____ will not ____ consider a pup of the other sex.

Your answers to the following questions are to help me match your lifestyle and plans for your puppy, with the temperament and physical characteristics of the puppy. Please remember that many environmental and genetic variables affect how your puppy will turn out.

1.  Check which of the following activities that you definitely plan to participate in with your dog.

Competitive Obedience ____ Herding ____ Conformation _____ Tracking ____ Agility _____ Tracking            

____ Therapy Dog/Nursing Home visits _____Go to office/work with you _____ Search & Rescue                      ____ Family companion _____ Other (ie: hiking, sledding, camping, runs in the park, frequent car rides, etc.)                                                                                   

2.  For obedience, which most closely identifies your ultimate goals:

_____ Family obedience only/puppy class Note: Even if you have no plans for competitive obedience, attending puppy and basic obedience classes are strongly encouraged to develop a successful relationship with your pet. 

_____ CD only ______ CDX or UD _____OTCH or Gaines hopeful                     

_____ Herding _____ Agility _____ Tracking _____ Other                                            

3. Check those you are considering or may participate in, depending on your dog's characteristics, your    time, availability of competition, etc., but these are not your primary interests.

_____ Competitive Obedience _____ Herding _____ Conformation*_____ Tracking _____ SAR              _____ Therapy Dog/Nursing Home visits _____ Agility _____ Other              

*A dog that is free of disqualifying faults is considered to be a potential conformation prospect and champion. However, non-disqualifying faults can limit a dog's suitability for the show ring, and potential for completing a championship. Completing a championship does not make the dog better or worse than any other dog. It merely indicates that a certain number of judges believed this dog to be the best of all class dogs (or bitches) present on a particular day. Most "disqualifying faults" are cosmetic in nature, such as too much white on the chest or feet. 

4.  Check those activities that you don't plan to participate in, and it doesn't matter what the dog's aptitude is.

_____ Competitive obedience _____ Herding _____ Conformation _____Tracking _____ Agility                _____ Therapy Dog/Nursing Home visits              

5.  For obedience training, competitive or otherwise, please answer the following:

How many dogs have you trained in the past? _____ In the past 5 years? _____                   

Did you compete with any of your dogs or were they trained for home obedience only?                          

If you did not compete, did you attend puppy class or basic obedience class? _____ YES _____ NO

If you did compete, how many of these dogs were titled in AKC, UKC, CKC or an equivalent organization?  

What breeds have you owned in the past, and, if titled, to what title were each of these dogs taken?

What is the most recent performance title(s) you earned, and on what breed? When did you earn this title(s)?                                                           

6. Describe what obedience training method you use or plan to use with your Belgian? (Compulsion, motivation, operant conditioning (clicker) or a combination of methods.) Describe if not sure.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

At what age do you plan to start training & what activities? _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

7. Where will your puppy/dog sleep at night?

8. Where will the puppy/dog be during the day?

9. Will anyone be home during the day?

10. Will the puppy be crated? _____ YES _____ NO When/How long? ______________________________

11. How many other dogs are in the household? _____ Breeds/sexes/ages? _________________________

12. Cats, horses, birds, livestock & other animals? _____________________________________________

13. How many adults in the household, and who will be primarily responsible for the puppy's care and training? ______________________________________________________________________________

14. Children's ages (if living at home or frequent visitors), and will they be involved in the puppy's care or training? Not all Belgians tolerate young children to an equal degree. Some can be frightened and others just uncomfortable, so it is important that I know about your children to know what kind of temperament to match you with.

________________________________________________________________

Do you anticipate having young children in the house (under 7 years old) in the next 5 years?

________________________________________________________________

Are grandchildren or other children frequent visitors to your household? _____ YES _____ NO                     

If so, what ages and how frequently? _____________________________________________                                                                  

15. Do you anticipate ever breeding your dog? _____ YES _____ NO                

16.  Many puppies use their mouths during play, during puppyhood and into adulthood. Some are very gentle and can be readily persuaded not to "mouth" their people. Others use their mouths for attention and to make a point almost like humans use a hand. With some it is instinctive and not necessarily "intentional." Please indicate your feelings about mouthiness.

_____ Do not want any mouthing of people                           

_____ Okay if mouthy with toys, but not people                      

_____ Okay if very mouthy and chews on people's hands /nips at heels                     

_____ Prefers a mouthy pup                      

17.  Temperament - I expect all of these pups to be happy and friendly. But every litter has some variation in the puppies' characteristics. The puppies will be tested to assess their character, and then matched with your preferences and lifestyle. Please indicate YES for the following characteristics you prefer or NO for the characteristics you do NOT want in a dog.  Leave blank if you don't care, or if not sure.  Additional comments welcome.

_____ Pushy with other puppies/tough _____ Bold & confident with people & littermates              

_____ Gets along with all other pups _____ Gets along but lets other pups lead              

_____ Follows people _____ Independent _____ Both _____ Underfoot                

The breed standard suggests that Belgians will be reserved with strangers, but most of my dogs are quite friendly. Please indicate your preference and remember -There is no wrong answer! 

_____ Social with other people _____ Extremely social with people _____

Friendly but unconcerned with people _____ Somewhat aloof with strangers                              

18. Could you physically handle a large dog if placed in an unfriendly encounter with another dog? (Such as a loose dog in the park) _____ YES _____ NO                                                                           

19. Is there a characteristic of a dog that you absolutely do NOT want? 

20. Any characteristic that you definitely DO want? 

21. What is it about the Belgian breed that made you decide to get a Belgian? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                         

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                               

I do not believe that the "perfect puppy" or "perfect dog" exists: the adult dog is a product of the basic puppy character, the experiences we create for them, and how we present the experiences to them. We can enhance or limit the puppy's "ideal" development by our actions. None of us are perfect either, but I believe that I do the best I can with the knowledge and time that I have. I believe that you too will do the best job you know how to raise your puppy right. I believe that all Belgians share certain traits:  

They are more sensitive to sound, motion, corrections, and "people" than some other breeds. They are not like German Shepherds, nor are they like Labradors or Golden Retrievers.

I will provide all approved owners with information and suggestions about socializing and training a young Belgian, and will be on call for advice during the life of your Belgian. If you have any "special circumstances" in your household, please describe them on the back or on an additional sheet. Thanks!

Susan Hoffman 

Please return to me at 3857 Melrose Street, Juneau, Alaska 99801 or via email
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